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Our own Diana Sawin attended the
Convention in Burbank. She is always
enthusiastic about our Chapter, State,
and International Organization. Diana
shares highlights below and on page 2.

2022 DKG California Convention Burbank
April 29 - May 1
“Unlocking Our Imagination”
Dr. Belle Wheelan was introduced as our keynote speaker
during our Saturday luncheon. She currently serves as
President of the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges and is the first African
American and the first woman to serve in this capacity. Her
main presentation focus was on diversity and how DKG
could make our members “feel a sense of inclusion, and
belonging.” She suggested we incorporate the word
“diversity” in our DKG Mission statement.

Dawn Walton-Ary
waltonarydkg@gmail.com
Editor: Kit King
ktkng4653@gmail.com
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MAY NEWS UPDATE CONTINUED
CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
Friday, April 29 - Pre-Convention Workshops:
1. Technology Drop-in Clinic - Google tools and apps presentation (on screen)
2. Mentorships / Sponsorships - Attended session - was an overview of the role of mentor /sponsor
in our professional and personal lives as well as DKG members.
Saturday, April 30 - Professional Development Workshops:
3. New Presidents Training - Area Directors 2 hour Presentation Overview of the role of chapter
presidents for the 2022-2024 biennium. Attended for Sue Robinson
4. Breakout Session - DKG Creating a More Relevant Membership Experience.
Sunday, May 1 - Celebration of Life Ceremony and Breakfast

Dr. Jacqueline Sandelin was our keynote speaker on Sunday morning. She is a new DKG
member, school principal, lecturer, and author of The Why Not Challenge. Currently, she is the
K-12 National Education Leadership Manager for Apple, Inc. and Senior Executive Consultant for
Scholastic. Her stories were told with humor and ways she motivated her communities to partner
with over 350 organizations to support students and schools on to a path of success. She was an
awesome speaker who filled the room with positive energy!

DKG California Convention Program
Zeta Zeta Chapter, Area III
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outstanding Student Teacher 2021-2022 Area III Andria Kemp Sellers
Penne Ferrell Fund Literacy Award Recipients 2021 - 2022 Area III Farrah Djaja,
Hillary AcMoody, Kathleen Phillips, and Kassandra Martinez
Five Star Honor Chapter in Area III
2021 DKG California State Newsletter Competition Chapter Newsletter Winners: Zeta
Zeta Chapter, Area III: Zeta Zeta News - Kit King, Editor
Zeta Zeta Chapter Honors, Area III: Sue Robinson,Treasurer and Dawn Walton-Ary
and Christina Clemens Co-Presidents 2000 - 2022
Area III Service to Area - Diana Sawin, and Public Service - Carol Rowley
•SAVE THE DATE: DKG California State Convention San Francisco Hyatt
Regency Burlingame May 5-7, 2023 - not to be missed!
Submitted by Diana Sawin, DKG California Area III Membership Chair
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MAY NEWS UPDATE CONTINUED
Dues are DUE JUNE 1
Saturday, May 14th The California State Area III
Conference was held at the San Ramon Community
Center from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. Zeta Zeta was in
charge of table decorations with an African Theme.
Christina Clemens, Diana Sawin, Stephanie BrownMyers, Margaret Batesole, and Kit King were there on
Friday to set up the lovely Fountain Room. A display of
items with an African theme were put on each of 14
tables, plus long tables were decorated for baskets to be
raffled off. There were displays of silent auction items,
certificates, and awards. Pictures of the event are on
pages 4 & 5. It was great fun!!! Lots of winners!!! Plus a
picture was taken of former Area III Directors. See if you
can guess which photo that is…and see how many were
from Zeta Zeta.

Sue Robinson is collecting dues for
next year. Nancy Myers will be
taking over for Treasurer during the
next biennium. Please send a check
made out to DKG-Zeta Zeta for $90
(Active Members) and $34
(Reserve Members) to Sue
Robinson’s home address. Sue’s
address will be included in the email
that accompanies this newsletter. We

will let you know when Nancy will
open the books again in the fall.

SNACK PACKS FOR THE HOMELESS
ATTENTION: Zeta Zeta is doing snack packs for the
homeless again! You can fill a gallon Ziploc bag with any
of the following new, unopened food items, and deliver
them to Charlene McPherson. (Or you can contact her
and she will pick them up.) She will take them to VESTIA
(Volunteer Emergency Service Team in Action).
Bottled water or Juice
Canned tuna/meat
Granola/protein bar
Single serving fruit/vegetables
Single serving peanut butter
Cup O' Noodles
Trail mix/Nuts
Jerky
Crackers/Chips
Cookies
Pudding
Gum/mints

*Please do not include perishable or non-food items. Be
sure to include a spoon if needed. Thanks in advance
for your generosity!

WANTED! 🎬
We would love some pictures of
you and your family having
adventures and going to fun places
during the summer months. Please
save them and send them to Kit
King throughout the summer.
<ktkng4653@gmail.com>
<kitking@icloud.com>
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Area III Conference, 5/14/22,
San Ramon Community Center
Africa Theme

Chapter Service Awardees
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Table Decorations Team: LtoR= Kit King, Diana Sawin,
Stephanie Brown-Myers, Christina Clemens, &
Margaret Batesole (not pictured)

Keynote Speakers: Sally Scholl on Building Classrooms in Africa, and
Christina Clemens on Teacher Training in Tanzania and Ghana
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President’s Letter
Dear Amazing DKG Members,
It’s been a beautiful journey during this biennium to serve our chapter with Dawn by my
side. You have all been so warm, accepting, understanding, receptive - and I could go on
and on with the positive, affirming adjectives!
Serving as Co-President with a friend and colleague has been incredibly gratifying, and if
you ever get the opportunity to serve in this capacity with a friend or colleague, I can
promise you that you won’t regret it! It highlights the ways in which you balance one
another, you get to problem solve together, and see/work with each other in a very new
way. It’s a wonderful experience that I’ll treasure.
I’m beyond proud of and grateful for Sue Robinson, who after serving for 14 years, has
stepped up to take on the role of President with the help and support of Diane Drain and
Roseann Fissore. What an amazing team!!
One of the big reasons why I am stepping down this year is because our district is
implementing a new Math Pathway which involves incorporating a math course that does
not exist yet- yay! I was asked to teach & help develop that course, so I will be putting a
lot of my energy into that next year. You will certainly find me attending meetings and
remaining active.
This summer, if travel remains smooth and health is good, I’ll be headed to Spain,
Portugal, and Ghana this summer. I work hard to play hard :) I’ll be doing work with
school leaders in Ghana and leading a team of teachers to work with teachers. I look
forward to sharing that journey with you all.
Again, thank you for being so supportive and engaged during a challenging two years.
Thank you for stepping outside of your comfort zones to hop on zoom meetings for the
first year- what a ride that was! A big thank you to our Chapter Officers for all the ways
they stepped up, took initiative, and kept our Chapter thriving. You all are so appreciated.
Big Hugs.

Christina Clemens
DKG Zeta Zeta Chapter Co-President
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FIESTA
End of the Year Celebration
On May 18th, we had our annual Fiesta in Carol Rowley’s beautiful backyard. We had an
interactive icebreaker with lots of topics and questions to discuss as we paired up. Following
that, we had a marvelous dinner by Maxxi’s - complete with margaritas and cookies for dessert.
Next came our business meeting and the induction of new biennium officers. Last was the
awarding of Chapter Awards.
Chapter Service Award: Christina Clemens and Dawn Walton-Ary
Chapter Professional Service Award: Marilyn Steichen (Posthumously)
Chapter Public Service Award: Gail Kamerer

A great time was had by all. Thank you to Sue Robinson and Stephanie Brown Myers for
helping Carol with Set Up and Take Down. Thanks to Diana Sawin for bringing gifts to the
outgoing officers. Thanks also to Carmen Curtis for faithfully installing officers now and in the
past. Carmen is so good to us all, as she brings roses each time. And finally kudos go to our
marvelous Carol Rowley for the use of her gorgeous back yard, and her attention to detail in
having name tags, drinks, and food organized and available to us.
Present were: Hillary acMoody (Penne Ferrell Awardee), Jackie Adams, Dawn Ary (VIa
Zoom), Donna Bell, Stephanie Brown Myers, Christina Clemens, Carmen Curtis, Catherine
Deehan, Joe Anne Doyle, Kit King, Cyndi Koby, Mary Anne Kolda, Cindy Luengo, Sandy
Madewell, Terry Magnin, Charlene McPherson, Bobbie Mortensen, Nancy Myers, Carly
Owens, Helen Rees, Sue Robinson, Carol Rowley, Bev Samuel (guest), Diana Sawin, Ann
Schinske, Terry Schmitgal, Joannie Wedell, and Karen Yee.
DKG California Vision - Educational - Professional - Making an Impact

7

MAY 2022 EDITION

FUN! FUN! FUN!

Volume 117

FIESTA FUN!

KIT KING, EDITOR

FUN! FUN!

DKG California Vision - Educational - Professional - Making an Impact

8

MAY 2022 EDITION

Volume 117

KIT KING, EDITOR

DKG California Vision - Educational - Professional - Making an Impact

9

MAY 2022 EDITION

Volume 117

KIT KING, EDITOR

DKG California Vision - Educational - Professional - Making an Impact

10

MAY 2022 EDITION

Volume 117

KIT KING, EDITOR

Thanking CHRISTINA CLEMENS one of our Co-Presidents… Dawn, we missed you !
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Compiled by Karen Yee, May 2022
This week, Assembly Bill 1667 (Cooper) is being heard on
the Assembly Floor and Senate Bill 868 (Cortese) is being
heard on the Senate Floor. Assembly Bill 1667 will protect a
teacher’s retirement security by ensuring that any California
State Teachers’ Retirement (CalSTRS) benefit reduction will be
covered in the event of an employer mistake. Senate Bill 868
will use CalSTRS funds to provide an equitable distribution of
these funds to help California’s oldest retired educators maintain
fiscal stability - applies to CalSTRS retirees and beneficiaries of
retirees who retired prior to 1999. To support passage of these
bills, call your Assembly Member and your State Senator
and ask them to support AB 1667 and SB 868, respectively,
when they are heard on the floor.
Summary of Governor’s May Budget Revision….Education
• Cost-of-living-adjustment (COLA) of 6.56 percent (increased from 5.33 percent in January) for Local
Control Funding Formula
• Expand the number of Community School grants
• Continue funding for stabilization of ADA due to effects of COVID-19.
• Maintain funding for school meals
• Increase funding for expanded day and full-year instruction and enrichment for all elementary school
students targeting LEAs with the highest concentrations of low-income students, English language learners
and students in foster care
• Increase funding for Pre-K/ECE to expand transitional kindergarten eligibility for children turning five-yearsold between September 2 and December 2, to those turning five-years-old between September 2 and
February 2
• Provide flexibility of qualified transitional kindergarten teachers, allowing teachers with existing preschool
teaching permits who hold a bachelor’s degree that meet basic skill requirements, and who are enrolled in
coursework leading to be assigned as the teacher of record in a credential program, to be allowed to teach
transitional kindergarten
• Increase residency slots for both teachers and school counselors and allowing school counselors, social
workers, and psychologist candidates to be eligible for the Golden State Teacher Grant Program
• Fund resources and professional learning to implement Science Standards, California Math Framework,
California Computer Science Standards, the math and the science areas of the California Preschool
Learning Foundations and Educator Effectiveness Block Grant, prioritizing STEM educator support.
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What’s Happening?
Courtesy of Terry Magnin
Catherine Deehan has been sailing ⛵ every week! Her husband is taking sailing
classes since he retired.
Joannie Wedell said “after officially retiring” last May and subbing so much this
past year, she is looking forward to lots of Delta time on the river in Discovery Bay.
🚣🦦
Jackie Adams just returned from an American Queen River Cruise up the
Columbia River. It was wonderful and so fascinating to go through seven locks/
dams! She spent time in San Diego with her daughters and three grandchildren
having a wonderful time. 🛳 🏞
Carol Rowley is busy in the community and traveling whenever she can. Life is
treating her well. ✈ 😽
Kit King’s family is doing really well physically and emotionally. She thanks you
for the Area III Award she received at the Conference. Zeta Zeta is such a treasure
in her life. She is so thankful for all your prayers and her many blessings. 🙏 😁
Margaret Batesole attended her granddaughter Griffin’s graduation where Griffin
was the valedictorian and gave a great speech. They are very proud of her. 🎈
Christina Clemens is going to train teachers and oversee the coaching in Ghana
Africa. We will be glad to hear her report as a program at one of our meetings next
year. Have fun, Christina, and please bring back some teaching and learning tips.
☀🎯✈
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HONORING MOMS!
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Kit King: Dennis,

Matt (far right side)
and me on Mother’s
Day with long-time
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Purposes of Delta Kappa Gamma
1. To UNITE women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship.
2. To HONOR women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive service in any
eld of education.
3. To ADVANCE the professional interest and position of women in education.
4. To INITIATE, endorse, and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavor in the
interests of education and of women educators.
5. To ENDOW scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in pursuing graduate study and
to grant fellowships to women educators from other countries.
6. To STIMULATE the personal and professional growth of members and to encourage their
participation in appropriate programs of action.
7. To INFORM the members of current economic, social, political, and educational issues so that
they may participate effectively in a world society.

A note from your editor…
A BIG thank you to both Dawn Walton-Ary and Christina Clemens for service
as our two Co-Presidents for the 2020-2022 Biennium. They have had many
changes in both their professional lives and personal lives. Yet, they remained
faithful and didn’t resign the position. As Dawn had to move back to South
Carolina to care for her parents, and take care of her health problems; she
counted her blessings and stayed in touch with us via Zoom. Christina moved as
well, to a much closer spot in the Bay Area, but she, too, was thrust into a new
home, new surroundings, and a new math classroom. They both have our
admiration and deepest gratitude for the job they did through the pandemic and
tough times for people everywhere.
Kudos to you, our chapter members, for sticking with us through these tough
times, and steadfastly fulfilling your commitments in terms of tasks, dues, and
caring for each other. What a fine group of educators you are! Thanks so much!
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