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Zeta Zeta Update
Wow! What a great first meeting Christina Clemens
and Dawn Walton-Ary conducted. There is a myriad of
information about the meeting and follow up in this
newsletter. Members present according to Denise
Dolan are on the next page.
Thanks, Denise, and thank you Carmen Curtis for all
the organization for our Installation of new officers for
the Biennium, and for the Induction of new members.
The icebreaker was fun, and so was the end where we
appreciated people who we wanted to thank.
Update - cont. on pg 2

Dawn Walton-Ary
waltonarydkg@gmail.com
Editor: Kit King
ktkng4653@gmail.com
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Update continued…Brenda Aepli, Margaret Batesole,
Stephanie Brown Myers, Christina Clemens, Gail Costello,
Carmen Curtis, Denise Dolan, Jeanette Fitch, Lol Ganse,
Valerie Kellner, Kit King, Roseann Krane, Terry Magnin,
Barbara Manley, Debbie McGovern, Karen McGregor,
Charlene McPherson, Georgia Moore, Nancy Myers, Helen
Rees, Sue Robinson, Carol Rowley, Diana Sawin, Marilyn
Steichen, Barbara Stumph, Dawn Walton-Ary, and Karen Yee.

We are Zooming again on Wednesday, October
21st. Won’t you join us?

“CHANGE FOR
CHANGE”

Don’t forget to continue to
save coins for our “Change
for Change” jar. It will be sent
to Delta Kappa Gamma’s
Global Awareness (Schools
for Africa) Fund. Thanks so
much, Zeta Zeta. And thank
you, Georgia Moore, for
facilitating this collection.

Attention🎬
Our new Co-Presidents want
you to collect pictures of
YOU on walks, with pets,
doing hobbies or something
you love - to put in a
slideshow during the social
time at our meetings (both at
Zoom and actual meetings),
or in newsletters. So far
none have been sent!
:(Please send them to Kit
King for now via email.)
<ktkng4653@gmail.com>
Thanks!

There have been quite a few changes in email, phone
numbers, and even addresses. You will be receiving a
roster of members soon via email. We learned that
although Patt Low is moving to Incline Village, she still
wants to be a member. So she has been reinstated. Nice to
have you back, Patt!! We need your new address and any
other changes (phone or email).
F.Y.I. At our last Zoom meeting, our Co-Presidents
encouraged us to help teachers who are really working
hard to make sure distance learning is effective and fun.
To that end we want to give out gift cards, or donations of
items or money to those who are in the trenches, to
purchase things on their wish list. There is such a list
called Donors Choose. A teacher puts items on the list
that her class needs. Donors who want to help choose an
item to purchase. If any of you are on that list, or know of
some teacher who is, please let us know. More about
where to send gift cards on page 4.

One of the clever things that
our new presidents did at
our last Zoom meeting was
at the end. We all
appreciated the time and
energy Carmen Curtis put
into the installation and
induction. Anytime we recognize and thank someone for
their actions, what they say or do, or for just being kind, it’s
wonderful. We need more of that in the world - especially
right now. They ended the meeting with anyone saying
something that they appreciated, or someone whom they
would like to thank. Really cool idea, Christina and Dawn!
We appreciate you and how you both have stepped up and
into your new roles as our Co-Presidents.
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PRESIDENTS’ LETTER
Zeta Zeta Delta Kappa Gamma
Co-Presidents 2020-2022
We want to thank everyone who attended our first meeting of the year on September 16th! Our
very own Carmen Curtis, did a fabulous job in arranging the new member induction and the
installment of officers. We are so thankful for her and the readers who participated in making these
virtual events as special and “normal” as possible!
We are continuing to learn how to find our rhythm in this new role as co-Presidents while also
navigating the uncharted waters of Distance Learning. For us, the challenge has been knowing
when to “go home” at the end of the day… whenever that is. In addition, the workload has
doubled from what we knew as the norm. We continue on, knowing that the “call” to teaching is not
an easy assignment.
As we mentioned during our last meeting, recruitment, retention, and mentorship are the target
goals for this year. We know that Zeta Zeta can be a beacon of light for both current and retired
educators. We are excited about finding creative ways to meet the needs of both as well as finding
the common areas from which we can foster continued growth. Thank you, Diana Sawin, for
volunteering to spearhead recruitment outreach!
Please keep an eye out for an email within the next week requesting our committee sign-ups. We
want to continue the hard work that has been done before us to keep our members active and
engaged at whatever level they feel is right for them. If you’d like to switch from the committee you
are currently in, please send either one of us (both is best) an email to let us know, so we can
update the spaces available.
Lastly, we continue to welcome any ideas on ways to keep our Opportunity Drawing, Two Bucks a
Book, Professional Library, and Change for Change up and running. We’re also keeping an eye
out for anyone in our circles who have been impacted by the fires, so please let us know.
In closing, Nelson Mandela says, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change
the world.” In these times, the art of teaching and learning is what we know and do well. Let not
the social and technological shifts deter us from what we do best, and that is to educate, inspire,
mentor, and serve the needs of communities.
With gratitude,

Christina and Dawn
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A NOTE About Membership
Do you know anyone who would enjoy getting to know more about
Delta Kappa Gamma, Zeta Zeta? Please let Diana Sawin or Kit King
know, and invite them to one of our Zoom Chapter Meetings.
Remember at our last meeting we had an induction of two new
members, and we can do that again. Carmen Curtis had the library in
her home set up for the Induction Ceremony. Diana and Kit did an
Orientation Zoom with a video, which you can use to show someone
who wants to know about our group.

Gift Cards
We will still be doing service projects…like buying gift cards for people who have
lost their homes in recent fires. Currently, there is a fire burning oﬀ the
Silverado Trail near Napa. If you feel so led, get a $25 or $50 gift card from
Amazon, Target, Safeway, or Walmart. Please send it or them to Kit King, and
specify Fire Relief OR Donors Choose. She will acknowledge receipt and
save them until we have the right place or person to send them. We are
researching that now. If you have a friend of family member who has a loss due
to the fire, please let one of us know. OR if you know of a teacher who has a
Donors Choose list, let us know that as well.
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DKG Zeta Zeta Chapter Backpack
Project for VESTIA
VESTIA (Volunteer Emergency Services Team In Action) welcomes
our TBD replenishing of backpacks for their kids in need. Charlene
McPherson and Jeanette Fitch will attempt to fill every backpack
with all the needed supplies. In addition, a small toy or book is much
appreciated. This is a good time for sales. Please store all your
items at home, until asked to bring them in. Thank you!
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Please mark the outside of the backpack with masking tape
g
doin
and label it K-3 or 4-6.
Elementary School Age K-3

Grades 4-8

1. Backpack (please, no Blue or Red due
to gang affiliation)

1. Backpack (please, no Blue or Red due
to gang affiliation)

2. Pencils, Eraser & Pencil Sharpener

2. Pencils, sharpener and eraser

3. 1 box of Colored markers

3. Pens

4. 1 box of Colored pencils

4. 2 Highlighters

5. 1 box of Crayons

5. 1 box of colored pencils

6. Scissors

6. Zipper pouch

7. 2 Glue Sticks

7. 1 to 2 spiral notebooks – one subject

8. Ruler

8. Three Ring Binder

9. Pencil Box

9. Binder paper (college ruled)

10. Three Ring Binder

10. Simple business calculator

11. Binder paper (wide ruled)

11. 2 folders

12. 1 folder

12. 2 glue sticks

13. Book, new or lightly used

13. Ruler

14. Small toy

14. Paperback books ( 2-6 gr, levels)
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DINNER PROGRAMS 2020-2021

REMINDER: Denise needs 8-day advance notice of your attendance!
DATE & DAY

GOALS

PROGRAM

Oct. 21, 2020
(WED.) (ZOOM)

Goals 1-7

Osi Jurgens – Digital Learning Experience

Nov. 18, 2020
(WED.) (ZOOM)

Goals 3, 6 & 7

Kathy Dillingham – Opportunities for Students to Learn through
Independent Study, Philosophy of Venture School

January 20, 2021
(WED.)

Goals 3, 4 &
7

Lisa Ward – Maddy’s Program, What it is and educational opportunities
available.

February 17,2021
(WED.)

Goals

Tentative Teacher panel

March 17, 2021 (WED.)

Goals 1, 2 & 6

Founders Day – WEAR A HAT! Induction (Initiation) of New
Members

April 21, 2021
(WED.)

Goals

TBD

May 19, 2021 (WED.)

Goal 1!!

P A R T Y ! Mexican Fiesta at Carol Rowley’s!

Purposes of Delta Kappa Gamma
1. To UNITE women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship.
2. To HONOR women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive
service in any field of education.
3. To ADVANCE the professional interest and position of women in education.
4. To INITIATE, endorse, and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavor
in the interests of education and of women educators.
5. To ENDOW scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in pursuing
graduate study and to grant fellowships to women educators from other countries.
6. To STIMULATE the personal and professional growth of members and to
encourage their participation in appropriate programs of action.
7. To INFORM the members of current economic, social, political, and educational
issues so that they may participate effectively in a world society.
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Margaret Batesole

Nancy Myers

Margaret Batesole is one of our
newly inducted members who
taught out of state, and at Los
Cerros Middle School in SRVUSD.
Margaret earned her BA at Delta
State University in Cleveland,
Mississippi, and her MA at
Chapman University. She has two
sons, and two daughters. Fortunate
enough to have 9 grandchildren,
she spends her time with her
family. She likes to travel, do
Zumba, is in a book club, and is
involved with Special Olympics
Polar Plunge. Yikes, this is her 13th
year. Cold! She is also a church
goer, and an avid Galavanter. She
had been married 25 years to her
beloved husband. She enjoys golf,
working at Shepherd’s Gate, and
with the Canine Companions
o r g a n i z a t i o n . Ma r g a r e t i s a
delightful upbeat person who will
bring great joy to our chapter. She
enjoys DKG because we make her
feel so welcome!

Nancy Myers transferred from
Gamma Chapter after serving
there as President, Treasurer, and
being Area VIII Recording
Secretary. Impressive! What a
wonderful addition she will be to
our chapter membership. She
earned her BS from Oregon State
Univ., and her teaching certificate
from Sonoma State University.
She has taught first through
fourth grade, as well as 5th and
6th too. She has a daughter, Sara,
and a son, Richard. She enjoys
sewing/quilting, gardening,
reading and live theater. We have
several quilters in our chapter, so
that would be a wonderful display
s o m e t i m e . ( H i n t ! ) Na n c y
participated in 5 Breast Cancer 3Day Fundraising walks, and
canvassed for Medicare 4 All. She
is amazing, and we will all enjoy
getting to know her personally
when we all get back to in-person
meetings. Welcome, Nancy!

Debbie McGovern

Debbie McGovern is one of our
newly inducted members who job
shared 2nd and 3rd at Twin Creeks
one year, and Vista Grande School
for 23 years in SRVUSD. She has
taught kindergarten, and 2nd
through 5th grade. She majored
in Child Development at Chico
State, and got her Masters in
Re c r e a t i o n a l T h e r a p y a n d
credential at SJSU. Debbie has
two children; a son, Bryce, and
daughter, Cori. Cori and her
husband, Josh, are the parents of
Debbie’s brand new grandson
named Brooks - who is only 7
weeks old! Wow! Congratulations!
Debbie likes to cook, read, hike,
and exercise. She attends
Community Presbyterian Church
in Danville. What she likes about
DKG is the speakers, seeing
retired friends, and is looking
forward to service projects. We
will love getting to know Debbie
as she seems like so much fun.
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DKG Legislative Report
THANK YOU, Karen Yee
CA STATE SCENE:

As of 9/27/20

No cuts for K-12 and community colleges, but billions in late payments to schools.
Layoff protections for teachers, bus drivers, custodians and nutrition workers but not classroom aides.
Newsom and legislators have agreed to:
Adding $1 Billion one-time federal $ under the CARES Act and distribute $, raising Cares Act funding
for K-12 from 6 billion to $7 billion.
Distribution of $2.8 billion in federal CARES Act funding with priority for districts with high-need student
populations.
Flexibility for districts to calculate “instructional minutes” due to the need for distance learning and
hybrid models. They are also setting requirements/accountability for distance learning, (follow AB77)
(Passed Assembly, 6/24/20, sent to Senate, read 3 times, ordered to inactive file at request of Senator
Mitchell.)
SHIFTS IN DIRECTION…
Our state has increasingly turned to tax credits to achieve policy and fiscal goals. This has significantly
impacted school funding as 40 cents on the dollar of every corporate tax credit is money that would have gone
to fund schools. Most of these corporate tax credits have little or no transparency or accountability. SB 956,
supported by California Retired Teachers Association (CalRTA) would create a tax expenditure review board to
assess major tax expenditures. SB 956 would bring sunshine to the accountability process to ensure funds
diverted from schools are justified and transparent with a positive economic benefit for the state. (Passed the
Senate, currently in Assembly Revenue & Tax) Committee)
THE FEDERAL SCENE: (This Report was originally based on data gathered on 8/3. Details have changed as
the Senate and House of Representatives have continued negotiations.)
House Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions, HEROES Act, was passed 208 to 199 in
May: Creates a $90 billion “state fiscal stabilization fund” for U.S. Dep. of Ed to support K-12 and higher
education. About 65% of funds (about $58 billion) would go through states to local school districts and (about
$42 billion) for higher education. Also $1 billion to shore up state and local government budgets to help prevent
extreme budget cuts.
GOP Health, Economic Assistance, Liability Protection, and Schools (HEALS) Act proposal:
2/3rds of $70 billion to K-12 public and private schools to be reserved for schools that are physically open,
1/3 funding to schools regardless of physical opening, $5 billion for governors to use on K-12 and higher
ed. Private schools would get a prescribed portion of the funding….and a separate bill in the suite of proposals
“emergency education freedom grants” to support one-time private school costs and other expenses not
provided in the HEALS Act package. No additional budget aid is provided to state and local governments.
Key element…schools would get protections from legal liability related to COVID-19. States would
receive $ based proportionally to recent fiscal year under Title 1, (not a popular way for distributing corona virus
emergency aid).
Status as of 9/17: Both houses remain at an impasse with Senate returning this week to vote on a
"skinny" corona virus relief bill that includes some parts of HEALS Act and HEROES Act, including the $70
billion for K-12 that open for in-person classes, $29 billion for higher education, $1 billion to Bureau of Indian
Education, $5 billion state discretion. Also proposed is a 5 year liability shield to prevent schools, businesses,

hospitals, from being sued over corona virus related issues.
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