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Mission Statement: To promote professional and personal growth of
women educators and excellence in education.

CARMEN BURKS
is one of our co-presidents. She
has a sunny disposition and a
great sense of humor. She and
Carol Rowley have been friends
for over forty years, and were
both born at Albany Hospital in
California. They travel together
as often as possible. One of
Carmen’s passions is travel!

Left to Right: Jesse Falconer Tuition Grant Recipients: Shelbi
Wong, Grace Kim, and Pami Dircksen with Co-President, Carol
Rowley and Co-President, Carmen Burks at the September Dinner
Meeting at Scott’s Restaurant in Walnut Creek. More information
about recipients on page 2.

For more information go to:
www.dkg-zetazeta.org
http://www.chistateca.org
http://www.dkg.org
http://www.dkg-ca3.org

Co-Presidents: Carol Rowley
<caroljrowley@yahoo.com>
Carmen Burks
<burks_carmen@yahoo.com>
Editor: Kit King
<kking12345@aol.com>

Carmen earned her teaching
credential at UC Berkeley. She
is a retired Reading Specialist
who still mentors in the BTSA
program in Albany School
District. Carmen has been a
member of Delta Kappa
Gamma for over 40 years. She
has been past president of
Epsilon Theta chapter.
Carmen has a son, a daughter,
and three grandchildren, who
range in ages from six months
to eighteen years.
Zeta Zeta is so fortunate to
have such a wonderful friend
and colleague for our copresident this biennium!
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JESSE FALCONER TUITION GRANT RECIPIENTS

Shelbi Wong teaches Second Grade at Live
Oak Elementary in the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District. She is working on
her Masters in Curriculum and Instruction at
Brandman University, part of the Chapman
University System. She will complete her
study in March of 2013, while she works full
time. She loves to use technology with her
students and has much to choose from at
Live Oak including iPads, computers, and
electronic white boards. Shelbi volunteered
her time in Haiti for six weeks following the
earthquake there. While there she was able
to teach lessons to elementary aged school
children living in the tent city twice a week.
The grant will help pay for tuition and books.

Pami Dircksen is teaching at Coyote Creek
in SRVUSD, after graduating from Chico.

Pami used to teach 5th grade, but recently
changed to Second Grade, so she is adjusting
to a new grade level. Pami is also working on
her Masters in Teaching Leadership at St.
Mary’s College. Her aspirations are to be a
BTSA Mentor and help new teachers succeed
in the profession. Not only is Pami teaching
a new grade level, working on her masters,
but she is also engaged to be married AND is
a new homeowner. Busy gal! She especially
enjoys promoting an environment of caring,
respect, and equality among her students.

Grace Kim also teaches at Live Oak as a
long term substitute. Grace came to this
country five years ago from Seoul, Korea,
with her three daughters, who spoke no
English at the time. There she taught at a
Korean University and substituted in her
daughter ’s Inter national School. She
completed her Multiple Subjects Credential
and is currently working on her Special
Education Credential at St. Mary’s College in
Moraga. She has volunteered her time in the
PTA and ELAC committee at Coyote Creek,
and also at John Muir Hospital in Walnut
Creek. Her passion is to teach special needs
children.
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENTS, CARMEN AND CAROL
Thanks to everyone who attended the first meeting of our biennium on September 24, 2012.
We had 51 members and guests in attendance and Scott's Restaurant was alive with laughter
as everyone arrived. The meeting was called to order by Co-presidents, Carol Rowley and
Carmen Burks. The chairperson of each committee talked about their projects and how our
chapter members could support each program.
The raffle was a huge success and will help us keep our dinner costs down in the future. The
raffle prizes donated by members were fabulous. The tea set basket brought in more more
money than expected. Thanks to Bobbie Mortensen and Jackie Adams for a great job!
The Tuition Grant winners for this year were Shelbi Wong, Pamela Dircksen and Grace Kim.
Each educator talked about their passion for teaching and their current status on their
coursework. Their stories were inspirational and demonstrated how worthy they were to
receive our tuition grants. Our chapter is so fortunate to have the Jessie Falconer Tuition
Grant fund which enables us to present scholarships annually to outstanding teachers working
on credentials or higher degrees.
Thanks to Stephanie Brown Myers, our parliamentarian, who presented our Zeta Zeta
Standing Rules which were discussed at our Board meeting. Suggestions for changed and
adaptations were taken from the floor and the rules were approved by the members in
attendance. The ZZ Standing Rules will be sent to Chi State and adopted at our November
meeting.
Our next meeting will be the Area III conference. The theme is Writers on Writing and will be
held on Saturday, October 27, 2012 at Crow Canyon Country Club from 10:30 to 2:00 pm.
The keynote speaker will be Past Chi State President Mary Marchi who is a writer of
children's books! Please see the registration form which is included in this newsletter on the
last page.
Zeta Zeta Chapter is honoring Michelle Lasagna and Gail Faber who are authors and experts
in Social Studies curriculum. They will have a table at the conference showing all their
materials. In addition, our chapter is honoring Roseann Krane, JoeAnn Doyle, Donna Bell
and Valerie Kellner for their outstanding service to Zeta Zeta. We have an outstanding and
vibrant Delta Kappa Gamma Chapter. We appreciated all the time and effort that our members
contribute in making Zeta Zeta Chapter a huge success. It is truly an honor and pleasure to
serve as your presidents, We will see you at the Area III conference, as we want to support
our honorees!
Sincerely,

Carmen and Carol

CAROL ROWLEY & CARMEN BURKS - CO PRESIDENTS
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ZETA ZETA SERVICE PROJECTS
BACKPACKS

by Charlene McPherson
“Wow! You ladies are amazing! We now have 50 backpacks and almost
everything we need to stuff them. Before we prepare them for delivery we could
use more scissors (4 dozen), rulers (1 dozen), markers (3 more sets), and
small toys such as matchbox cars (1 dozen). Call Charlene (see roster for
number) to arrange drop off at her house or pick up at your house. Thank you
for your generosity in helping us supply backpacks for low income families
through Contra Costa VESTIA (Volunteer Emergency Services Team in
Action).” Backpacks will be used mid year as the need arrises.
PAY IT FORWARD LITERACY ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

Zeta Zeta continues to support Shepherd’s Gate Women’s Shelter in
Livermore. If you would, please keep your eyes open for like-new, gently used
books for preschool children and babies, or
easy to read types of books. Shepherd’s Gate
also needs paper towels, toilet paper, napkins,
kleenex, diapers, cleaning supplies, canned
goods, cereal, juices, and feminine products.
Please bring any of these things to any regular
meeting. (Several of you have been so kind
as to save unused toiletries from trips you’ve
taken. The ladies really like those. If you
would like to go with Kit King and Donna Bell
to read one month, call Kit.
T.H.A.T. HOURS

The Teachers Helping Another Teacher (THAT) Program was created to
support classroom teachers.
Go to the Chi State website to find out about
volunteer opportunities and fill out a form. Remember to record hours for the
next collection, which will be in December of this year. Plan on bringing them to
the November meeting or email them to THAT hours Chairwoman, Ann Kyle.
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DID YOU KNOW?
One of our members, Barbara Stumph, recently was chosen to
give a presentation on how to run a web group on Chinese
Brush Painting in Beijing at the University there. She gave it in
early September complete with powerpoint and actual painting
instruction at the end. She also attended the Leadership
Conference ahead of her presentation. We are so very proud of
her. Ask her about her trip when you see her at one of our
meetings! Way to go, Barbara.

Two Bucks a Book
Wanted: Used Books!

KIT KING, EDITOR
MEETINGS & MENUS
for 2012-2013
Saturday, October 27th Area III Conference - flyer
attached.
Tuesday, November 27
Grilled Salmon or Parmesan
Crusted Chicken with Dryer's
Grand Vanilla Ice Cream and
Pirouette Cookie
Monday, January 28

We're looking for some popular titles to
resell at our next meeting.
And conversely if you are looking for a
good read, check out the selection on the
Two Bucks a Book table at each meeting. Currently we have a
number of bestsellers available including Tana French's Faithful
Place, Diane Setterfield's The Thirteenth Tale and Steve Lopez's
The Soloist (a story that was made into a film by Dreamworks
Pictures.) If you prefer nonfiction, you might enjoy Lipstick
Jihad, a moving memoir by Azadeh Moaveni about her struggle
as an American born Iranian trying to build a life in Tehran. We
also have a number of novels written by best selling authors
John Grisham, Dean Koontz, Maeve Binchy, James Patterson,
Tom Clancy and Nicholas Sparks.

Purposes

Cedar Planked Salmon or
Tuscany Chicken with Mixed
Green Salad
Tuesday, February 26
Salmon alla Bella or Chicken
Picatta with Raspberry Jack for
dessert
Monday, March 18
Grilled Salmon or Parmesan
Crusted Chicken with Caesar
Salad
Tuesday, April 16
Roadhouse Prawn Salad or
Southwestern Salad with
Chocolate Velvet Cake
May meeting - TBD

1. To UNITE women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship.
2. To HONOR women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive service in any field of
education.
3. To ADVANCE the professional interest and position of women in education.
4. To INITIATE, endorse, and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavor in the interests
of education and of women educators.
5. To ENDOW scholarships to aid outstanding women educators in pursuing graduate study and to
grant fellowships to women educators from other countries.
6. To STIMULATE the personal and professional growth of members and to encourage their
participation in appropriate programs of action.
7. To INFORM the members of current economic, social, political, and educational issues so that they
may participate effectively in a world society.
DON’T FORGET TO RECORD T.H.A.T. HOURS AND TURN THEM BY NOVEMBER MEETING
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: A PERSPECTIVE FROM
DELTA KAPPA GAMMA’S NEWSLETTER

Proposition 32 will eliminate the payroll deduction for political action. Right now if the teacher
doesn’t want to contribute to political action they can opt out. Otherwise, everyone contributes to
our leadership and lobbyist looking out for us. This bill is designed to destroy the power of
unions. It has no effect on corporations who pay huge amounts of money to lobby Congress in
order to get their bills passed. It only affects folks like teachers, firefighters, and police officers;
who have unions to represent them.
Proposition 30 would increase the personal income tax rates of very high income Californians
($250,000 single, $500,000 couple - annual income) for seven years and boost the state sales
tax rate by 1/4 of a penny or four years. The measure would generate an average of
approximately $6 billion annually between 2012-2013 and 2016-2017, and smaller amounts in
2017-18 and 2018-19. Prop 30 revenues would augment funding for public schools and help
avoid deeper state spending reductions. The measure would also provide constitutional
protections for the realignment of certain programs from the state to the counties and would
ensure that counties have ongoing, dedicated funding to support realigned programs. Prop 30
presents voters with the opportunity to begin reversing a decade of disinvestment in California.
The measure would help the state stabilize its budget, pay down debt, and begin to reinvest in
education and other critical public services. About one third of the “solutions” needed to close
the budget gap in 2012-13 would be provided by the measure, preventing deeper cuts to K-12
schools and higher education. Prop 30 raises the vast majority of its revenues from the
wealthiest Californians, who have experienced substantial gains over the past two decades. In
contrast, low and middle income Californians - who bore the brunt of the Great Recession’s
effects on the economy would see very small tax increases. We recommend you read the whole
summary in the Voter pamphlet if you want further clarification and information.
The new bill, AB340, that just passed, affects our CalSTRS. We are in much better shape than
PERS because we teachers pay 8% of our salary towards pension, and PERS folks have been
underpaying. New teachers will be affected more than those of us already working or retired.
Please read the summary of the bill on the next two pages.
A NOTE FROM MARILYN STEICHEN ABOUT THE ANGEL TREE
PROJECT

Would anyone that was not at the September DKG meeting, like to
participate in the Angel Tree Project. Several people signed up at the meeting.
If you would like to participate, send me your name. When I get the Angel Tags,
I will mail one to you. I need to know if you are interested by October 16.
Email me at: mlsteich@comcast.net
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Chi State

Area III Conference
“promotes personal and professional growth of women educators and
excellence  in  education”

Writers on Writing
Saturday, October 27, 2012
Crow Canyon Country Club, Danville, CA 94526
10:30
11:00
11:30
12:00
1:30
1:45

Registration, coffee, meet local authors, shopping
Welcome, and greetings from Chi State
Mary V. Marchi, Delta Lambda Chapter, Past Chi State President,
Author of The Web in the Halo and The Golden Pumpkin Crown
Lunch, Awards and Recognitions
Opportunity Baskets
Closing

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please clip and mail this portion below with your check. Save the upper portion for your information.

Early Registration
Registration

$30 by Oct. 10
$35 Oct.11-Oct. 20,

No on-site registration available
Checks payable to: Delta Kappa Gamma, Area III

Mail to: Susan Salinero
1025 Hawthorne Drive
Rodeo, CA 94572
(510) 799-3496
sfsalinero@sbcglobal.net

Name*________________________________Chapter________________Area______
(Please Print)
Chi State Position_______________________________________________________
(Please Print)
Address______________________________City/Zip___________________________
Phone_________________________Email___________________________________
(Please Print)
Total Number @ $30.00 _________________

Amount enclosed _______________

*If including multiple registrants, please print names and registration on reverse or attached sheet.
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